NORTHERN FOSTERING NEWS
“The Foster Family Coalition of the NWT is a unified voice
dedicated to improving the quality of life for children and youth in
care by supporting foster families’ well-being”

SPRING IS HERE!
The end of winter is finally in sight and we
cannot wait! It has been a long and busy
winter and we are very much looking forward
to a (still very busy) summer!
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The FFC-NWT Annual General Meeting is
right around the corner, as is the Yellowknife EMAIL:
info@ffcnwt.com
Chamber of Commerce Spring Trade Show, ffc@ffcnwt.com
which we will have a booth at once again this campconnections@ffcnwt.com
year.
Camp
Connections
preparations
are
underway as well and it is looking to be an
excellent summer!
Looking ahead already into the fall,
registration is open for the Canadian Foster
Family Association Conference.
Please read on in this edition to learn more!
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FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
I am welcoming Spring with great enthusiasm this year! There is so much to do
that I hope I have some time to enjoy it. Let me fill you in on what we have been
up to over the past year…
Pre-Service P.R.I.D.E is still available online! We’re also offering the first four
modules of CORE P.R.I.D.E.
To find out how to sign up, give us a call at 1-866-233-0136. Educate yourself so
that you are better equipped to work with children and families.
We continue to meet regularly with the Department of Health and Social Services
at Partnership Meetings.
Our main contact at the Department, Brian Kolback has moved on to another
position and although we are sad to not be working with him anymore, we are
excited to now be working with Mike Cooper. Our group continues to work hard
for foster families across the territory.
Our AGM is coming up next week. It will be held on May 9th at 7pm. If you are
interested in calling in to attend the meeting, please let us know and we will give
you all the information you need. Join or board so you can make a bigger
difference to foster care in the NWT.
We are super excited to be delivering the Comfort Kit Program this upcoming
year. If you have any ideas on items that we can put in the backpacks please let us
know. Remember they are meant to provide comfort for children and youth who
enter foster care.
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FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

I have just returned from meeting with the National Executive Directors Group
that met in Ottawa from April 18-21. We had great meetings together but we
also met with the Child Welfare League of Canada and the National Youth in
Care Canada organizations to talk about ways we can partner.
Our next meeting will be held at the CFFA Conference in Whistler. I continue to
represent the Northwest Territories on the CanFASD Research Network Parent
Advisory Committee. We meet monthly via teleconference.
I also continue on the Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder Diagnostic Clinic Team
at Stanton Territorial Hospital.
Thank you to the current FFC-NWT Board of Directors for your time and
guidance over the past year. I look forward to a very busy year ahead!
Tammy Roberts
Executive Director-FFC NWT
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING ANNOUNCMENT
The Foster Family Coalition of the NWT is hosting its Annual General Meeting on
May 9th at 7 pm. The AGM is open to all foster and adoptive families in the NWT
and members of the FFC-NWT.
If you are not in Yellowknife and want to call in there is a Toll-Free log-in number.
Please call the FFC-NWT office to get the number and log-in code at 1-866-2330136.
Those in Yellowknife are welcome to come into the FFC-NWT office at 5125 50th
Street to attend the meeting.
Currently the positions that are open for election are:
• President
• 1 position from Yellowknife
• 2 Position from the Deh Cho
• 2 Position from the Sahtu,
• 2 Position from the Beaufort Delta
• 2 Positions from Hay River
• 2 Positions from the Tlicho.
If you would like to nominate someone for a position on the board of directors,
you can use the form on the following page.
The Annual General Meeting will be immediately followed by a short board
meeting.
WWW.FFCNWT.COM

4

FFC-NWT Board Member Nomination Form
Nominations must be made by a foster parent or you can nominate yourself.
I, ________________________________ nominate _________________________________
(name of the person suggesting the Board member)

(name of the person to sit on the board)

For a position on the Board of Directors with the Foster Family Coalition of the NWT.
The person I am nominating is from the community of: _______________________________
Signature of Nominator: _______________________________________________
Signature of Nominee: ____________________________________________________
Please answer the following questions about the person who you would like to serve on
the Board of Directors. This will be on the voters ballot that will be mailed to foster parents in your region in late February.
1. How long have you been a foster parent and what do you like most about it?

2. What can you do for the FFC-NWT?

3. What do you feel is important for foster parents in the NWT?

YELLOWKNIFE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE SPRING TRADE SHOW
The Foster Family Coalition of the NWT will be at the Spring Trade Show this
Mother’s Day Weekend, May 13-14th
The booth will be set up in the “Community Arena” aka the DND Gym at the
Multiplex Centre.
The FFC-NWT has many new and exciting giveaways and information to be
sharing so please make sure you stop by our booth! Don’t forget to bring the kids
for some colouring and to enter the draw!
Trade Show Dates and times:
May 13th 10-5 pm
May 14th 10-4 pm
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REGISTER FOR THE HUB INTERNATIONAL CHARITY GOLF TOURNAMENT
AND SUPPORT CAMP CONNECTIONS!

HUB INTERNATIONAL INSURANCE BROKERS
7th ANNUAL CHARITY GOLF TOURNAMENT

Friday June 2nd, 2017

Thanks to our sponsors, we’ve raised over $240,000
for Northern Charities in the last 6 years.
Let’s help raise some more.
Registration $125 per person and includes golf, dinner, wine,
auction, door prizes and live entertainment

MANY FUN HOLE IN ONE CONTESTS
To book a tee-time or for more information, call Larry at 403-589-2161
or email at larry.jacquard@hubinternational.com

ALL PROCEEDS THIS YEAR WILL GO TO THE FOSTER FAMILY COALITION OF THE NWT INITIATIVE; CAMP CONNECTIONS.

See our sponsors to date below and if you wish to be part of this event, please contact Larry.
PLATINUM PARTNER

GOLD PARTNERS

Wilf ’s Restoration Ltd.

SI LVER PARTNERS

Photography
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FROM THE PRESIDENT
Greetings everyone,
As has been mentioned we have had a long and busy winter and are so happy now
that Spring has Sprung here in the North.
The Annual General Meeting is approaching on May 9th and my position of
President is up for election. I plan to put my name forward for it again as serving
on the board has been such a great pleasure. If you are on the fence about
potentially running for a position, I do highly recommend that you give it a try.
Positions are on a two year term and involve a commitment of a monthly teleconference board meeting and being a positive role model and advocate for foster
and adoption in your region.
We continue to work in a good partnership with the Department of Health and
Social Services on issues related to fostering to make things smoother and better
for the children and youth. This winter we achieved a huge goal we have been
working towards for a number of years. Liability and Legal Defense Insurance for
Foster homes. During your next Home review, your social worker should be
asking you to agree for release of your contact information for this insurance. The
FFC-NWT administers the policy and will register you, you should then receive a
certificate in the mail.
If you have questions about this please contact the office.
Another on-going project we are working on with the department is for a rate
adjustment for foster homes in he NWT. Although this is not feasible in the
current budget, we always keep it on the agenda so as to keep it fresh in
everyone’s mind.
If you have a concern you would like brought forward to the department, please
contact the FFC-NWT to advocate with you.
Yours in Fostering,
Dawn Pottinger
President
WWW.FFCNWT.COM
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THANK YOUS!
The FFC-NWT and Camp Connections was the recent recipient of a few donations.
We want to greatly thank the First Annual Arctic Anglers Family Fish Derby for
organizing such a great day in March and donating to Camp Connections!
As well to the 100 Men Who Give a Damn for picking the FFC-NWT as their
quarterly charity to donate to. Their donations will be put towards the
renovations of Camp Connections!
Nathan Pearce and Aurora Ford also stopped by this spring with a surprise
cheque for Camp.

Kissing the Fish at the Derby!
WWW.FFCNWT.COM
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STAY IN SCHOOL AND GRADUATION AWARDS
The deadline for the Stay in School Awards has passed as of April 30th and we
had many applications! The committee will have their work cut out for them
deciding this semester!
The deadline for graduation awards has a little bit more time, and are accepted
for Grade 8, Grade 10 and Grade 12!
The Deadline is July 15th!

HELPING CHILDREN SOAR SCHOLARSHIP
The FFC-NWT is continuing its scholarship fund for NWT residents who have
grown up in foster care, through the Yellowknife Community Foundation.
Funds to start the scholarship fund were generously donated by BHP Billiton and
the Yellowknife Foster Family Association.
The scholarships are administered by the Yellowknife Community Foundation
and the Deadline is May 15th Please check their website for more information.
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CANADIAN FOSTER FAMILY ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE
The CFFA is hosting their annual conference in Whistler, BC this fall. Scheduled
for October 4-7th the FFC-NWT is encouraging the regional Health and Social
Service Authorities to send foster and adoptive parents from their regions.
The conference is a excellent opportunity to receive training, learn new skills and
network with other foster and adoptive families from across Canada. The
conference is scheduled to take place at the Fairmont in Whistler and will be in
tandem with the BC Foster Parent Association’s 50th Anniversary.

See the conference details on the following pages, for full
conference package please contact the FFC-NWT, as well if you
need help filling it out. Also to follow is the NWT board
representative for the CFFA, Chris DeWolf’s report. Chris is a Fort
Smith Board Member of the FFC-NWT and we love having her
represent the NWT Nationally too!
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CANADIAN FOSTER FAMILY ASSOCIATION REPORT
Since last September, when the Canadian Foster Family Association board met for
the annual AGM in Saint John, New Brunswick, we have been working to get the
Strategic Plan and Policies & Procedures completed.
Another area that really needs to be addressed is fundraising.
Because we will not be able to meet in Sundre this May, due to financial stress, it
has become a challenge to get everything in place via telephone conferences and
emails.
The goal is to have these finished before the next AGM being held in October
2017. We will be hosted this year by the BC Federation of Foster Parent
Association (BCFFPA) who will be celebrating their 50th Anniversary in beautiful
Whistler, BC for an extended event. There will be a number of workshops, a
national working group session, two banquets and more. We very much hope you
can attend and The FFC-NWT has asked to regional Health and Social Service
Authorities to support this!
We have a new face on our Canadian board. Welcome to Nicole Shuglo, the new
replacement for the CFFA board representing Newfoundland, whom I look
forward to meeting in October!
If you have any questions about the Canadian Foster Family Association, the
upcoming conference or how you can get involved more please do get in touch
with me!
Yours in Fostering,
Chris DeWolf
NWT Board Member for the CFFA
Board Member for the FFC-NWT
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BC Federation of Foster Parent Associations
hosts the

Canadian Foster Family Association
at our

50th Anniversary
Annual General Meeting & Conference 2017
October 4th to October 7th 2017
at the
Fairmont Chateau Whistler
4599 Chateau Blvd, Whistler, BC

Foster Parent AGM Bursary
Apply by June 1st, 2017
The Ministry of Children and Family Development is supporting this years’ BCFFPA AGM in Whistler! Bursaries will be given to
two foster parents in each service delivery area which will cover the cost of your Conference and AGM registration fee ($500).
For an opportunity to receive one of the bursaries, please submit the following information to our office by June 1st, 2017.
Please note, bursaries for BCFFPA’s AGM 2017 are open to all foster parents in BC regardless of BCFFPA membership.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Instructions to Apply for AGM 2017 Bursary
Send us the following information by mail, e-mail or fax by June 1, 2017:
Your name, address, city, postal code and at least one phone number where we can contact you.
Provide your e-mail address.
The name of who you contract for as a foster parent? (MCFD, Delegated Aboriginal Agency or other
agency)
If you have a current contract. (Applicant contract status will be verified.)
Send the above information to BCFFPA by e-mail, regular mail or fax:
E-mail: ronda@bcfosterparents.ca
Address: BCFFPA Office
3rd Floor—131 Eighth Street
New Westminster, BC V3M 3P6
Fax: 604-544-2223
Winners will be notified by phone and e-mail (if provided) by June 30, 2017.

Agenda
Wednesday October 4th, 2017
8:00am - 8:45am
9:00am - 12:00pm
1:30pm - 6:30pm
7:30pm - 9:30pm
Thursday October 5th, 2017
8:00am - 8:45am
9:00am - 4:00pm

CFFA Registration & Breakfast
CFFA Annual General Meeting (Coffee breaks included)
National Working Group - Permanency (Dinner included)
BCFFPA Meet & Greet

4:30pm - 6:30pm
7:00pm - 10:00pm

BCFFPA Registration & Breakfast
Workshop A: The Traditional Baby Swing Teachings as Cultural
Healing (Lunch included)
Workshop B: Building Bridges Through Understanding The Village©
(Lunch included)
Workshop C: Rider Insurance Program (Lunch included)
Workshop D: BC’s PRIDE Caregiver Pre-Service Training & Resource Worker
Training Tour (Lunch included)
CFFA Meet & Greet
Squamish Lil’wat Cultural Centre Banquet (Limited Seating Available)

Friday October 6th, 2017
8:00am - 8:45am
9:00am - 4:00pm
9:00am - 4:00pm
6:00pm - 9:30pm

Breakfast
Workshop E: Finding Purpose (Lunch included)
Workshop F: 50 Years of Fostering Panel (Lunch included)
Wellness Evening & Camps for Kids Fundraiser (Appetizers & Refreshments)

Saturday October 7th, 2017
8:00am - 8:45am
9:00am - 1:00pm
5:30pm - 11:00pm

Breakfast
BCFFPA Annual General Meeting (Coffee break included)
Banquet & Dance

9:00am - 4:00pm
9:00am - 12:00pm
1:00pm - 4:00pm
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BCFFPA & CFFA AGM 2017 Registration Form
(Please fill out one application per person)

First Name:

Last Name:

Address:
City:

Postal Code:

Home Phone:

Cell:

E-mail:
Who am I?: (Please use a check mark to indicate your choice or write in your answer if applicable)
BC Foster Parent: 

BCFFPA Member #

Canadian Foster Parent: 

Province:

CFFA Member: 

Agency Worker:  Agency Name:

MCFD Worker: 

Workshops:

(Please note: some workshop space is limited. Mark off your main preference with a checkmark. Full day workshops cannot be combined
with half day workshops.)

Wednesday, October 4:

_____ CFFA Annual General Meeting (Morning)
_____ National Working Group (Afternoon/Evening)

Thursday, October 5:

_____ Workshop A - The Traditional Baby Swing Teachings as Cultural Healing (Full Day)
_____ Workshop B - Building Bridges Through Understanding The Village© (Full Day)
_____ Workshop C - Rider Insurance Program (Morning)
_____ Workshop D - BC’s PRIDE Pre-Service & Resource Worker Trainings Tour (Afternoon)
_____ Squamish Lil’wat Cultural Centre Banquet & Event

Friday, October 6:

_____ Workshop E - Finding Purpose (Full Day)
_____ Workshop F - 50 Years of Fostering Panel (Full Day)

Saturday, October 7:

_____ BCFFPA Annual General Meeting
_____ Celebration Banquet and Dance

Dietary Restrictions:
Vegetarian: 
Gluten-free: Allergies:
******SPECIAL ROOM RATE APPLICABLE UNTIL AUGUST 31ST, 2017******
SPECIAL RATE $169.00/night
Call today to make your reservation at the Fairmont Chateau Whistler 1-800-606-8244
(Please quote group code “1017BCFF” or “BCFFPA - BC Federation of Foster Parents” when making your booking.)

Registration: $500.00
(Event value: $2700 including 8 meals, 6 workshops, 4 networking sessions, 2 banquets, wellness evening for foster parents)

Visa/MC:

Expiry:

Signature:
OR my cheque is enclosed

(Make cheques payable to: BC Federation of Foster Parent Associations)

Mail, fax or email completed registration form along with your cheque, money order or credit card payment to:
BCFFPA, 3rd Floor - 131 Eighth Street, New Westminster, BC V3M 3P6 | Fax: 604-544-2223 | Email: ronda@bcfosterparents.ca
Childcare is not provided for the AGM Conference Event. A finalized agenda will be emailed to registrants a week before the AGM.
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CAMP CONNECTIONS REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN!!
The Camp Connections dates are set and registration is now open! You can do this
by visiting the FFC-NWT’s website at https://www.ffcnwt.com/campconnections
Camp Connections will have
four returning staff members
this year, Camp Director
Nicole Garbutt, Danielle Reid
as the manager, leader Sami
Charlebois and Zack Gillard
as the cook. We are very
excited to
have these
returning staff members as
the consistency is very
beneficial to the children and
youth who attend Camp.
Equally so, to have new staff
with fresh and exciting
enthusiasm.
We are very excited about
this summer!
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The Foster Family Coalition of the NWT is here
to support you.
Please do not hesitate to call us if you have
questions or concerns, or just want to chat.
Toll-Free Support Line: 1.866.233.0136
Phone: 867.766.3326
Email: info@ffcnwt.com
Website: www.ffcnwt.com
Drop in to our office, located at 5125 50th Street
(former Dene Nation Building)
WWW.FFCNWT.COM
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