NORTHERN FOSTERING NEWS
“The Foster Family Coalition of the NWT is a unified voice
dedicated to improving the quality of life for children and youth in
care by supporting foster families’ well-being”

CAMP CONNECTIONS SUCCESS!!
Camp Connections had such a BUSY and successful
summer that we are late with our newsletter! Due to
this we are combining our Summer and Fall
Newsletter into one super stop of information!
The FFC-NWT always has exciting projects going on
but with this change in weather is bringing a lot of
changes!
In this edition of Northern Fostering News you’ll
learn about:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Camp Connections summer 2017
Camp Connections news for 2018!
Comfort Kits
Canadian
Foster
Family
Association
Conference
Foster Family Appreciation Week
Adoption Awareness Month
Board Development
P.R.I.D.E Training
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT

What an AMAZING fall we have been having, not ready for winter, as I am too
busy enjoying the outdoors still. We have had an extremely busy year and I am
so excited to give you all the news!
The FFC-NWT once again distributed over $16,000 through the Stay in School
Awards (Children’s Aid Society) over the past school year. And we have just
got word that we will have $16,000 to distribute this year to youth from
kindergarten to grade 12 for graduation, staying in school and tutoring. You
must fill out application forms and submit them before the deadlines and you
can only apply once during the school year. This year we received a lot more
applications that in the past and it so nice to see that the word is getting
around. For all the details, visit our website.
We are entering our 3rd year of our partnership with the Children’s Aid Society
for the Ted and Loretta Rogers Comfort Kit Program. We have been chosen
once again to participate in the project and we will be stuffing the backpacks
and getting them out to the regions this fall. We received some great feedback
on the backpacks and their contents from last year and will continue to
improve and update the contents. We want to make sure that we are stuffing
the backpacks with items that will bring comfort to the children and youth that
receive them.
We continue to meet and work with the Department of Health and Social
Services - Family Services Unit. We have monthly Partnership meetings to
discuss issues that are pertinent to foster and adoptive parents. We look
forward to continuing this great partnership.
We have just finished up with another great season at Camp Connections. This
was the first year, in a few years that we did not have to worry about wildfires,
YEAH! We were even able to take teens on a full day canoe adventure.
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A wonderful summer was credited to the awesome staff that was led by Nicole
Garbutt. We had some returning staff from last year and some that are
interested in coming back next year so I am pretty sure that shows it was a
huge success! Thank you to our ongoing partnership with First Air and
Northwestern Air Lease that enables us to bring more campers in from all
across the territory.
We have been working hard over the last year fundraising to rebuild the
cookhouse to Camp Connections. The support we have been giving from the
community has been overwhelming. We had our raffle and many, many
donations from individuals and community groups and businesses. 100 men
who give a Damn, Ford Employees, Arctic Anglers, Yellowknife Legion, Nick
Strus Memorial Fund, Cheryl Vankoughnett Memorial, to mention a few. We
were also blessed to be the Charity of Choice for the Hub International Gold
Tournament held in June that raised a whopping $56,000, plus opened the
doors for partnerships and in-kind donations with Kasteel Construction, Wilf’s
Renovations, NWT Construction, Breakaway Drilling and Blasting. We continue
to be amazed by the generosity of everyone.
We are planning on tearing down the old cookhouse this fall and rebuilding in
the spring! Our dream if finally coming true, just in time for our 15th
Anniversary of Camp Connections! A special thanks to all the individuals that
continue to come out and help us with the maintenance of the grounds and
buildings. We couldn’t do any of this without you all.
I continue as secretary of the Canadian Foster Family Association and the
position is up for election at the AGM in Whistler, B.C. during the first week of
October. Chris DeWolf continues as Director on the board, representing the
Northwest Territories. She has been a huge asset fundraising for this
organization. We have been working on the structure of the organization over
this past year. We are happy to have produced a Strategic Plan, updated
Bylaws and are now working on our Policies Manual. Building relationships
and partnerships have also been underway and the future is looking very
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I am representing the Northwest Territories on the CanFASD Research
Network Parent Advisory Committee. We continue to meet regularly via
teleconference. I will be attending the 2017 National FASD Conference in
Calgary from October 25-27.
I also continue on the Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder Diagnostic Clinic. My
role is to meet with the children and parents who are attending the clinic to
offer support. If you have a child that is going through the clinic, I will see you
there!
Although we are actively recruiting foster and adoptive parents on an ongoing
basis, we were excited to launch a recruitment video in the spring and will be
launching a series of posters in the month of November.
Remember that we carry a policy for Legal Defense Funds for foster parents.
This will entitle you to have legal representation if you have an allegation
against you or any of your immediate family members. This coverage lasts as
long as we hold the policy and even if you are no longer fostering. There is no
cost to you and all we need to sign you up is for you to fill out the attached
waiver and send it to us. Everyone that has already signed up should have had
their policy cards and information sent directly to them. If you have misplaced
it, just let us know as we have a copy in the office.
Thank you to the current FFC-NWT Board of Directors for your time and
guidance over the past year. I look forward to a very busy winter ahead!
Remember we have some positions open on our board and would love to have
you come forward or let us know if you know of someone that is interested.
HAPPY FOSTER FAMILY APPRECIATION WEEK
Tammy Roberts
Executive Director
FFC-NWT
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PRESIDENT REPORT
I am pleased to return for another term as the board president for the Foster
Family Coalition of the NWT. My time with this organization has been incredibly
rewarding and valuable. I look forward to what this term will bring!
If you are considering joining the FFC-NWT board, I highly encourage you to get
in touch with Tammy and Nicole in the office. We have positions available in a
number of regions.
Camp Connections has come and gone for another summer and I am happy to
report we had a great year! There were 92 campers in total this year from ages 717. We had two returning staff members including Danielle Reid who moved into
the position of Camp Manager and did a great job. We were very happy to have
her hard work and dedication applied to Camp. A number of highlights include
the full day canoe trip with the teen group, hide tanner Tania Larson and of
course endless swimming!
This fall, members of the FFC-NWT along with some foster parents and social
workers from across the NWT will be traveling to Whistler BC for the annual
Canadian Foster Family Association Conference. This is always an excellent
opportunity to take new training and brush up on skills as a foster parent, but
most importantly to network with others from across Canada.
The still new, but annual project of Comfort Kits will be starting shortly and we
are very excited that we have received even MORE backpacks this year.
Consistent feedback from all regions last year was for more teen backpacks and
the Children’s Aid Foundation, who sponsors the project has obliged. We are
looking at some new and uniquely Northern items to include this year. If you
would like to help out by volunteering to shop and/or stuff the packs we would
gladly accept the extra hands! Next year Camp Connections will be 15 years old, it
is hard to imagine that it has come this far and that it continues to grow
momentum as a program!
Yours in Fostering,
Dawn Pottinger
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CAMP CONNECTIONS
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CAMP CONNECTIONS
Camp Connections 2017 was a very successful year! With 92 children and youth
attending we had full to almost full sessions each week. This year we were happy
to have three returning staff members including Camp Director Nicole Garbutt,
Danielle Reid moving into the role of Camp Manager and returning staff leader,
Sami Charlesbois.
We had campers attend from Deline, Fort Good Hope, Fort Smith, Fort Liard, Fort
Simpson, Jean Marie River, Hay River, Wha Ti, Behchoko, Yellowknife and N’Dilo.
This year brought the addition of a few new fun activities. The FFC was able to
purchase a paddle board for the kids to learn new skills. Courtney McKeil
attended to offer yoga workshops, which some of the kids really took to! We also
had former leader Nick Rivet attend to offer carving workshop and for the 12-18
year teen camp he led a full day canoe trip! We paddled with nine canoes from
Camp to Powder Point. A fun filled and long day! The kids really enjoyed the time
we spent at Cameron Falls in the afternoon stopping for lunch and swimming!
Another wonderful addition this year was having Tania Larsson attend to
showcase a hide tanning demonstration and workshop, many of the kids loved
this because they were able to learn about their culture in a new way!
Other exciting moments of camp include the giant slingshots, tie dye, Dragon
Tails, soap making, building a pool in the sand, giant sand castles, and more
swimming than you could ever handle!
There was much talk from our seasoned campers showing more interest in the
Leader in Training Program. We are looking for ways to highlight this next year!
As always Camp Connections is open to suggestions for workshop ideas, areas of
improvement and new activities.
Thank you to everyone who contributed to Camp Connections 2017. We cannot
wait to see what next year brings!!!
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CAMP CONNECTIONS
2018 will mark 15 years strong at Camp Connections!! It’s unbelievable to think
this is possible! Camp Connections has grown so much since it’s inception,
starting as a one week camp to what it has grown to!!
One thing that has not changed however are the buildings. UNTIL NOW!!
This fall the cookhouse will be torn down and rebuilt in the spring time!! This has
been an ongoing fundraising project of the Foster Family Coalition for the past six
years!
The plans have changed and altered many times over the years and we are so
pleased to be partnering with Kasteel Construction, NWT Construction and Wilf’s
Renovations to get this project underway!
A huge thank you to Hub International Charity Golf Tournament, of which we
were the receiving charity. It was through this generous partnership that we were
able to meet these partners and receive enough funds & in kind sponsorship to
bring this long standing dream into a reality.
The FFC-NWT will be seeking volunteers this fall to help us remove the smaller
debris from the old cookhouse once it is torn down. We will only be needing
people to bring the debris up the hill, as we cannot bring a truck down to fill it.
Anyone who is interested and has a quad we ask to contact us at 867-766-3326 or
info@ffcnwt.com
We will be sharing more information as the project progresses on our facebook
and twitter accounts!
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CANADIAN NATIONAL FOSTER FAMILY ASSOCATION CONFERENCE
This fall the Canadian Foster Family Association will be hosting its annual
conference and meetings in beautiful Whistler, BC. This will also mark the 50th
anniversary of the British Columbia Foster Parent Association!
Tammy Roberts will be in attendance as the Secretary for the CFFA board and
FFC-NWT board member from Fort Smith, Chris DeWolf will be attending as the
NWT board member. A number of social workers and foster parents from across
the NWT will be attending as well. This is a great opportunity to network and
learn new skills at the workshops to become a better foster parent!
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FOSTER FAMILY APPRECIATION WEEK & ADOPTION AWARENESS MONTH
National Foster Family Appreciation Week will be from October 15-21st this year
and we hope to see events and moments of celebrations in all communities and
regions of the NWT!

Yellowknife authority will be hosting a dinner on October14th at the Museum
Café.
The FFC-NWT will be screening the recruitment commercial at the Capitol
Theatre during this week and also throughout the month of November to
highlight adoption.
We will also have an information booth at the Yellowknife Airport, to hopefully
attract people from the communities during FFAW and National Adoption Month.
Stay tuned to our Facebook and Twitter page for posts and dates and times!
November is Adoption Awareness Month and the FFC will also be launching a
new recruitment poster each week highlighting the beautiful and various types of
adoptions!! We are so excited!
WWW.FFCNWT.COM
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National	
  Foster	
  Family	
  Appreciation	
  Week	
  2017	
  
In	
   a	
   recent	
   interview	
   with	
   CBC	
   Radio	
   Saskatchewan,	
   I	
   was	
   asked	
   why	
   it	
   was	
   so	
   hard	
   to	
   recruit	
   foster	
  
homes.	
   The	
   interviewer	
   had	
   seen	
   the	
   reports	
   in	
   media	
   about	
   the	
   decline	
   of	
   foster	
   homes	
   across	
   Canada	
  
and	
  wanted	
  to	
  know	
  why.	
  	
  	
  In	
  a	
  pre-‐interview	
  discussion,	
  she	
  wanted	
  to	
  know	
  where	
  “innovation”	
  was	
  
happening	
  across	
  Canada	
  with	
  recruiting	
  of	
  foster	
  homes.	
  	
  That	
  got	
  me	
  thinking	
  a	
  lot	
  about	
  what	
  that	
  
might	
  mean.	
  	
  Thankfully	
  that	
  question	
  didn’t	
  come	
  up	
  in	
  the	
  on-‐air	
  interview.	
  	
  Whew!!	
  
When	
   I	
   hear	
   that	
   type	
   of	
   question	
   about	
   “innovation”	
   my	
   thoughts	
   tend	
   to	
   look	
   to	
   the	
   grandiose,	
  
audacious	
  and	
  “out	
  of	
  the	
  box”	
  ideas,	
  strategies	
  and	
  plans.	
  	
  	
  
In	
   my	
   request	
   to	
   the	
   Prime	
   Minster’s	
   office	
   for	
   his	
   recognition	
   of	
   foster	
   family	
   appreciation	
   week,	
   I	
  
provided	
   him	
   the	
   following.	
  “Forest E Witcraft in his essay “Within My Power “ says “A hundred years
from now it will not matter what my bank account was, the sort of house I lived in, or the kind of car I
drove... but the world may be different because I was important in the life of a child.” This quote with the
addition of the word child epitomizes the work that thousands of families across Canada do every day
caring for children who come from difficult and hard places. And in many of these homes the foster
families provide hope and encouragement to the families where these children and youth come from.
The reality is that the work that a foster family does within our society is often unrecognized to the extent
that it should be. Families are in crisis across our country and foster families perform a vital role in the
healing and support of these families.”
So, what is innovative in the work of foster families? What is the best method to attract and recruit foster
homes? The answer in my view is you!
Josh Shipp, a youth leader, speaker and alumni of foster care says, “Every child, is one caring adult away
from a success story”.
As a foster family, you are that caring adult that has invested your time and
energy into many, many children. Think back to the number of children that you have had a positive
influence and celebrate that too.
st

In this one week, Oct 15-21 , the provinces and territorial government and agencies take time out to
thank and recognize the role each of you have in the child welfare system.
I hope that the CFFA will be able to provide you with a letter of thanks and recognition from the leaders in
our country, but regardless of that recognition, know this; the children in your homes have noticed that
you care and that they have had that unconditional love and care from you.
Foster Care and Foster Families are the most innovative people on the planet as every day you face the
uncertainty, the demands of government, agencies, schools, family, work, children, youth, unique and
challenging behaviors etc. tirelessly and with determination to raise up a child to a better place.
Thank you for being there for the children and youth of our country. They deserve the best, you!
Regards,
Kevin Harris 	
  

President	
  
Canadian	
  Foster	
  Family	
  Association	
  
www.canadianfosterfamilyassociation.com	
  

COMFORT KITS
The FFC-NWT has been fortunate enough to receive funding once again from the
Ted & Loretta Rogers fund to offer Comfort Kits to children and youth across the
NWT who are entering care.
A large piece of feedback we received last year was a need for more youth
backpacks. This has been
taken into account and
more youth bags will be
sent to all regions! We
will have a whopping 274
bags to be sent out across
the NWT and you know
that that
means…SHOPPING TRIP.
The FFC-NWT is seeking
volunteers to go shopping
for items to fill the kits
with and to assist in
organizing a well laid out
“stuffing party”
We will of course need
volunteer to help with the
Stuffing Party as well, last
year we budgeted 3 hours
for it and we were done in
45 minutes thanks to
volunteer power!
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A great way to incorporate the class discussion element of PRIDE
Training is to organize a group training session in your community
while following along to the Online model!
Learn in a group setting without having to coordinate a trainer to
attend! Hear stories and share experiences with other foster &
adoptive parents and social workers!
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS & DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Do you want to make a difference to fostering in the NWT in a more impactful
way? A desire to organize meetings and networking sessions in your community?
The Foster Family Coalition of the NWT is looking for board members!
Currently the positions that are open for election are:
• 1 Position from the Deh Cho
• 2 Position from the Sahtu,
• 2 Position from the Beaufort Delta
• 2 Positions from Hay River
• 2 Positions from the Tlicho.
The FFC-NWT is planning a board development meeting in Yellowknife in the new
year. This is the perfect time to submit a letter of interest or nominate someone to
join the board. Aside from the upcoming board development, the monthly
commitments are to a teleconference board meeting monthly and to be a model of
fostering in your community and region, assisting in recruitment and
participating in Foster Family Appreciation Week events are an asset.
Please see the nomination form; which can be filled out for oneself, on the
following page. Please contact the FFC-NWT at info@ffcnwt.com or Toll Free at 1866-233-0136 to find out more information.
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FFC-NWT Board Member Nomination Form
Nominations must be made by a foster parent or you can nominate yourself.
I, ________________________________ nominate _________________________________
(name of the person suggesting the Board member)

(name of the person to sit on the board)

For a position on the Board of Directors with the Foster Family Coalition of the NWT.
The person I am nominating is from the community of: _______________________________
Signature of Nominator: _______________________________________________
Signature of Nominee: ____________________________________________________
Please answer the following questions about the person who you would like to serve on
the Board of Directors. This will be on the voters ballot that will be mailed to foster parents in your region in late February.
1. How long have you been a foster parent and what do you like most about it?

2. What can you do for the FFC-NWT?

3. What do you feel is important for foster parents in the NWT?
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!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Interested!in!Fostering!or!Adopting!in!the!Northwest!Territories?!
We’re!here!to!support!you!!
!
“The%Foster%Family%Coalition%of%the%NWT%is%a%unified%voice%dedicated%to%improving%the%quality%of%life%for%
children%and%youth%in%care%by%supporting%foster%families’%well?being.”!
!
The!FFC'NWT!exists!for!foster!and!adoptive!parents!and!has!many!wonderful!resources,!supports!and!
programs.!The!FFC!is!a!non'!profit,!charitable!organization!that!was!formed!in!2002!that!consists!of!
volunteer!board!members!from!across!the!territory.!
!
Our!Yellowknife!office!is!staffed!by!a!full'time!Executive!Director!and!Executive!Assistant!offering:!
!
! One:on:one,!customized!support!
! Northwest!Territories!Foster!Family!Guide!
! Toll'free!phone!support!line! !
!
!
!
! Online!support!and!discussion!groups!(private)!
! Legal!Defense!Insurance!(liability!insurance!for!foster!parents)!! !
! Quarterly!Newsletters!
! Training!(online,!private!and!group)! !
!
! Stay!in!School!Awards!(up!to!$350/year)!
! Comfort!Kits!(Essential%and%supportive%items%for%children%who%come%into%care)!
! Helping!Children!Soar!Scholarship!Program!!
!
!
! Car!Seat!Installation!Clinics!
! Camp!Connections!Summer!Camp!
!

We!are!here!to!ensure!that!your!transition!to!becoming!and!succeeding!as!a!foster!parent!is!well!
supported.!!WELCOME!!
!
!

Consent!to!Release!Contact!Information!!
!

By!signing!this!form!you!are!consenting!to:!!
!

" Sharing!your!contact!information!with!the!FFC'NWT!so!that!they!can!offer!you!support'and'information.!
(You%will%not%be%asked%to%buy%anything%and%you%can%choose%the%method%of%contact%the%FFC?NWT%has%with%you)!!
!

" Sharing!your!contact!information!with!the!Legal'Defense'Insurance'Fund!for!your!liability!insurance!policy!
for!foster!parents!only.!
!

If!you!have!any!questions!about!the!services!of!the!FFC'NWT!or!what!it!means!to!sign!this!form,!please!do!not!
hesitate!to!contact!the!FFC'NWT,!toll'free!at!1'866'233'0136.!!
!

I,!___________________________!herby!consent!to!the!release!of!my!contact!information!to!the!Foster!Family!Coalition.!
!
Phone!Number!!
!
Mailing!Address!!
!
!
Email!Address!
!

_______________________!
!
!
!
Signature!

!
!

!

_______________________________!

___________________________!
___________________________!

!

!

!

!

_______________________________!

!

!

!
Foster!Family!Coalition!of!the!NWT!/!5022849th!Street!/!P.O.!Box!2022!/!Yellowknife,!NT!X1A!2P5!
Toll!Free!1.866.233.0136!/!P:!867.766.3326!/!F:!867.766.3401!/!info@ffcnwt.com!www.ffcnwt.com!
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A winning poster from the 2016 contest!

The Foster Family Coalition of the NWT is here
to support you.
Please do not hesitate to call us if you have
questions or concerns, or just want to chat.
Toll-Free Support Line: 1.866.233.0136
Phone: 867.766.3326
Email: info@ffcnwt.com
Website: www.ffcnwt.com
Drop in to our office, located at 5125 50th Street
(former Dene Nation Building)
WWW.FFCNWT.COM
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